SPOT SATELLITE
PERSONAL TRACKER

$170 /1 www.findmespot.com

The SPOT messenger fits in the palm of your
hand and has four buttons; On, OK, Help,
and gn. OK sends your friends and family a
cheerful reminder that you're having a great
time fishing while they're checking email,
"Help” tells them you need their assistance
(plan ahead of Lime what you want them to
da). g1 triggers a dispalch center in Houston
to arrange a full-on rescue. For an additional
annual fee, the tracking feature will send
updates to the Web every 10 minutes.

PRO: Global coverage at lower cost than a PLB.
CON: $100 annual fee.

CASIO G'ZONE TYPE-S

$150 with z-year Verizon contract // www,
casiogIone.com

‘or everyday calling or on-water emergencies,
the G'z0ne (pronaunced "geez-ane”) could

be the ane cell phone to take you from hame,
to office, to kayak without the hassle of a
waterproof case that can get in the way of
calling the Coast Cuard.

PRO: Water-, salt- and shock-resistant, with
molded loop to clip to a PFD.

CON: Doesn’t float.

HYDROSTAR SOS DELUXE
and EXTENSION POLE

i Light g0 // www.seattlesportsco.com

This is the ultimate all-purpose utility, safety
and emergency light for kayaking at night. On
deck it can be set to work as a high-powered
xenon strobe, an 505 emergency strabe, or
ared/green marker. Pop it from its magnetic
base and it becomes an LED flashlight. Plus, it's
waterproof to 50"

PRO: Mounting-option mania with magnet,
suction cup, strap loops, Velcro, belt clip,
safety leash and %10 optional extension
pole.

CON: You can’t run the red/green and the
white lights simultaneously. We'd prefer
a brighter white navigation light over
the red/green option.
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PETZL E+LITE EMERGENCY HEADLAMP

$2g9 // www.petzl.com

Petzl markets this jewel of a headlamp as a backup light to be
hidden away for years and only brought out in emergencies,
Are they crazy? Weighing less than one ounce, this wee beastie
will not only light your way to a pre-dawn launch, but give you
all the light you need for rigging and knot-tying in the dark
and act as a strobe should you be sharing the water with other
vessels, There's even a red LED ta preserve your night vision.
Includes a small elastic headband and the ability to clip onto a
hat, PFD or tent flap.—Gesa Bowoisy

PRO: It's even waterproof to 2’

CON: We should have all been issued one at birth.

STANDARD HORIZON HX750S
FLOATING VHF RADIO

$150 /f www.standardhorizon.com

AWHE is a must-have item for large bodies of water, Now much
improved, this one Moats, which is a huge plus for those of us with
fumble fingers! Standard Horizon also makes one with built-in
GiPS. In the harsh environment of the kayak, we need something
tough and these radios held up and perform.—hm sammons

CON: Ats.6” high, a bit big for some PFD pockets.

GARMIN FISHFINDER 300C

|
PRO: Also includes a strobe light and thermometer. ‘

MAGELLAN TRITON 2000

5500 /) www.magellangps.com |

GPS is going the way of the iPhone with a simple touch-screen
exterior that allows for a larger, 2.7" display. Along with Lhe usual
compass and barometer, the Triten zooo includes a 2 MP camera
and an audio recorder so you can remind yourself what was so greal
about that secrel spol you just waypointed. There's even a built-in
LED flashlight. The SiRFstarlll chipset offers the greatest sensitivity
and the fastest satellite acquisition times possible in a handheld,
PRO: Unlike your iPhone, it's shockproof and submersible.

CON: Doesn't make calls.
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$268 // www.garmin.com

This new sonar intended for freshwater fishing offers vivid color
at a low price point and in a compact package that fits well on
kayaks. Features include a sunlight-readable 3.5" QvGA display. The
dual-beam transducer wilh a power output of 150 watts (RMS)
and 1200 watts (peak to peak] provides excellent coverage in
shallow waters but can find bottom up to goo’

PRO: A very affordable color fishfinder.

CON: No built-in GPS at this price, yet.
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Yak-Gear Outriggers

9140 // www.yak-gear.com

Just coming onto the market, outriggers fram
up-and-coming accessory maker Yak-Gear are
the essence of simplicity. Each removable arm
attaches via an included Scotty rod holder In-hull
access is required for proper installation, so Lhose
lacking a nearby hatch will need to add one, We
didn’t get to play with this new sight-fishing
weapon, but one obvious highlight is the system’s
versatility and adjustability. They [ift right out of
the way of your paddle stroke.—paus Lesowarz
PRO: The price is right.

CON: New and untested,



